Dear Parents and Carers,
We are excited to share with you the learning journey that Barley Class will be embarking on this half term. Our English lessons will be centred around three engaging texts, in this order: The Secret Viking Adventure, Race to the Frozen North, and The Boy Who Biked the World. With our first book, the children will explore the features of adventure stories, using them to write a new chapter for the plot. Alongside this, we will continue to place a strong emphasis on handwriting. Children who consistently present neat handwriting in all of their books will be awarded a handwriting pen.
In Maths, our focus will be on number and place value, addition and subtraction, geometry, and fractions. Daily practice of times tables is particularly important for our Year 4s, who will be sitting the multiplication tables check in June. This test allows just five seconds to read and answer each question; if the time runs out, the question scores zero. We recommend five minutes of daily practice, alongside regular reading at home, to support children’s progress and confidence. It would also be great for the year 3s to practise timetables regularly at home too. 
In Science, our topic is States of Matter. Children will take part in a range of practical investigations, developing their ability to predict outcomes, carry out methods, record results, and write conclusions. They will also be encouraged to use accurate scientific vocabulary to explain their ideas and justify their findings.
Our foundation subjects are equally exciting this term. In History, we will be learning all about the Vikings, while in Art, the children will take inspiration from the work of Van Gogh, learning new techniques and working with new materials. The outcome of this unit is to create pieces that feature hot air balloons over famous landmarks. In Music, our focus will be on performing together in unison and with expression. In Computing, children will gain greater familiarity with digital programs such as Word, PowerPoint, and Excel, developing their confidence in presenting and organising information. Our RE learning will explore the big question: How do Christians show that reconciliation with God and other people is important? In PSHE, we will be thinking about our strengths, skills, and interests.
PE will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays, and this half term our units are gymnastics and tag rugby. Please ensure your child has the correct kit in school on these days.
Finally, a quick note on lunchtimes: Year 3s in Barley Class eat with the other Year 3 children in the hall at 11:45am, while Year 4s eat with Upper Key Stage 2 at 12:15pm.
We look forward to an inspiring and productive half term, and we thank you for your continued support. 
Warm regards,
Miss Oakes
Barley Class Teacher

