Special Educational Needs and Inclusion at Milton on Stour Primary
In response to feedback and parents welcoming open communication, every half term I will be adding a ‘Spotlight on SEND’ section to our school newsletter, to help our families feel connected and to improve information for parents and carers.  If you have any particular topics you would like included, please let me know!
Best wishes, Mrs Tamar Shanks, SENCO email: senco@milton.dorset.sch 
What are special educational needs?
Under the SEND Code of Practice (DfE, 2014), a child is considered to have Special Educational Needs or Disabilities, or SEND, if he or she has ‘significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age’, or their disability ‘prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in a mainstream school’. Special educational provision is needed for them, over and above that which can be met through high quality classroom teaching and differentiation.
There are four broad areas of need: cognition and learning, communication and interaction, social, emotional and mental health, and sensory and/or physical needs. 
If you have any concerns around your child’s progress or development, speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance. 
I have prepared a leaflet to explain SEN provision for parents, which is now available on our website or from Mrs Gaertig in the office. 
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Dyslexia is primarily a set of processing difficulties that affect the acquisition of reading and spelling. The most common difficulty is phonological processing, but working memory, orthographic skills and processing speed difficulties can also be contributory factors. 
We recently hosted training on Supporting children with dyslexia and literacy difficulties in the primary classroom. Led by a specialist teacher from the Local Authority team, staff explored practical tips for creating a dyslexia friendly classroom environment, alongside strategies for supporting reading, writing and spelling. Official dyslexia assessments are generally only available for families who choose to seek these privately, so it is important that schools ensure adaptive teaching to support children who may have dyslexic traits or dyslexia. 
Teachers adapt teaching by, for example, 
· breaking tasks down into smaller steps
· giving extra time to process information
· using visuals to support children’s understanding
· giving extra practice (repeating and overlearning)
· developing children’s understanding through modelling thinking out loud (supporting metacognition)
· using multisensory teaching techniques
· ensuring opportunities for spaced out practice
· keeping high expectations whilst avoiding overloading memory
 Good teaching for dyslexic learners is good teaching for all, and adapting classroom practice means every child feels fully included. 
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