Dear Families,

Welcome to the Summer Term in Hops Class and to our new topic, Walking in Somebody Else’s Shoes. This term, we shall be focusing on the Ancient Egyptians, discovering the importance of the River Nile to Ancient Egyptian culture, exploring Egyptian beliefs and understanding what life was like for different members of society.  

Our class text is Secrets of the Sun King by Emma Carroll, an adventure story set in 1922 that weaves history and mystery together within an Egyptian theme. This novel will be the inspiration for our own historical adventure stories, where we will focus on applying a range of writing techniques to build suspense and engage the reader.

Later in the term, we shall be moving on to study Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and we are very excited to be performing a musical version of this play at the end of term along with the children in Barley Class.

In Maths, we’ll be deepening our understanding of how fractions, decimals and percentages are linked, as well as reviewing calculation methods and improving our reasoning skills across all areas of the maths curriculum. Our science focus is on the classification of living things and lifecycles. After half-term, we will be exploring Evolution and Inheritance, and the Year 5 pupils will be learning about space (Year 5).

In Art this term, we are focusing on printmaking and we shall be exploring the art styles of Andy Warhol and William Morris. We will be experimenting with block printing and reduction printing using polystyrene sheets, exploring the possibilities of layering different colours of ink to create unique effects, and building up to a piece of art inspired by Hieroglyphics. After half-term, we will be designing and making Egyptian funerary masks out of paper mâché.

In RE, we’ll be asking and exploring the question: Should believing in the Resurrection change how Christians’ view life and death? In PSHE, we will be learning how the correct use of medicines can help to maintain health and wellbeing, and about some of the risks and effects of legal and illegal drug use. We shall be developing our skills in composing and performing music using a range of instruments and will continue to learn how to write music using the correct notation. In Computing, we’ll be focusing on e-safety and digital literacy to help children use technology responsibly and confidently.

This is a very busy term with the Year 6s preparing for SATS in the first half-term, an exciting residential trip to Leeson House after half-term, transition days to secondary schools and our end of term show keeping us on our toes and working hard. Throughout it all, I am sure we will have lots of fun and make memories to last a lifetime.


Mrs McDonnell
Hops Class Teacher 
