Curriculum Overview – Modern Foreign Languages

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, it goes to his head.  If you talk to a man in his language that goes to his heart.”  Nelson Mandela
INTENT
The intent of our approach to modern foreign languages at Milton on Stour Primary is that it should inspire children to develop an interest in other cultures, be exposed to a range of foreign languages and to explore and develop the French language at a deeper level.  
Our aim is that:
· the learning of a language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils
· it helps them to develop communication skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing, with the aim of making substantial progress in one language
· children’s knowledge of how language works will be developed to lay the foundations for further language learning in future
· learning another language will give children a new and broader perspective on the world.
We have chosen to focus on French as we know that it is the main language studied at our feeder secondary school and we know that many of our families visit France for holidays.  However, in time we do have capacity to introduce Spanish, Italian or German if we feel it appropriate.
This approach supports our whole school intent, particularly the golden threads of building confidence in oracy and developing character skills.  Our hope is that children will develop a love of foreign languages in their journey as outward looking, life-long learners and that it will widen their understanding of ‘the good shepherd’ to embrace other countries and cultures.
IMPLEMENTATION
Our children’s language learning journey will begin in Reception when they will enjoy our ‘big wide world’ days.  During these days all children will enjoy a whole school immersive day themed around a country.   These days will take place twice a year, and are planned as part of our whole school curriculum.  The aim of these days is to offer a tour around different countries, their language, geography and culture.
From year 3 children will enjoy a focused lesson each week which teaches the French language.  We use the scheme Light Bulb Languages as our foundation for teaching.  To ensure effective progression French will be taught in year groups, so that teachers will be expected to give split inputs to their class.  This is because each unit relies on prior learning from the previous units.  Lessons are active and engaging with actions, songs and games which help children to apply the language skills and vocabulary learnt.    
IMPACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Impact will be measured at the end of each unit of work and assessments will be collated for each unit.   At the end of the school year all units will be considered by teachers to make an overall judgement. The MFL subject leaders will comprise a statement each year summarising the overall impact of our MFL curriculum.
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The children in KS2 have explored their understanding of the French language at a deeper level, developing communication skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing.  
Children have been taught in year group cohorts, and the Language Angles units have directed and driven progressive learning and challenge for all our children.  Lessons within a unit are progressive and the organisation of the units through key stage two ensures on-going progression, as each unit stretches the level of linguistic and grammatical complexity demanded from the children.  Units in each subsequent level, require more knowledge and application of skills than the previous unit.
All children in the school have been enabled to explore other cultures and have been exposed to other languages, both through our whole school curriculum and through specific days in the school year.

