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What Geography Subject Leaders Need to Know
The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help subject leaders to understand how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects.
This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite skills for geography within the national curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for geography.
The most relevant statements for geography are taken from the following areas of learning:
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World

	Geography

	Three and Four-Year-Olds
	Mathematics
	Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.
Describe a familiar route.
Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

	
	Understanding the World
	Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

	Reception
	Understanding the World
	Draw information from a simple map.
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
Explore the natural world around them.
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.

	ELG
	Understanding the World
	People, Culture and Communities
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

	
	
	The Natural World
	Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.





	EYFS Geography Opportunities

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Text
	Link
	Text
	Link
	Text 
	Link
	Text
	Link
	Text
	Link
	Text
	Link

	Ten in a Bed









All are Welcome







The Gingerbread Man








Clean Up
	Use positional language to describe where the animals are.

Talk about the different places our families are from. 

Draw information from a map of the Gingerbread mans route. 


Understand why we have to take care of the natural world. 
	Owl Babies













Peace at Last







Three Billy Goats Gruff
	Learning about the habitats of Owls, and the similarities and differences between there and our homes. 
Explore the natural world and the noises you can hear. 

Draw own map of the billy Goats environment. 
	The House that Jack Built




The Very Hungry Caterpillar





The Three Little Pigs
	Describe their route from their home to school. 

Talk the about the life cycle/ environment of a caterpillar. 

Investigate which objects can be moved by wind. 
	Handa's Surprise





My Granny went to Market

















The Great Explorer/ Lost and Found
	Compare life in Africa and life in England. 

Know that there are different countries which are famous for different things. Learn about and create own flags.

Find out about the North Pole and what life is like there. 
	Goldilocks and the Three Bears 




We’re Going a Bear Hunt





The Queens Knickers 
	Draw own map of Goldilocks journey, labelled. 

Explore and describe different locations.

Learn about the Queen’s home and compare to our own homes.  
	What the Ladybird Heard 







The Selfish Crocodile








The Smeds and The Smoos



Commotion in the Ocean
	Read a map of the farm to locate different creatures from the story. 

Use technology and non-fiction books to find out about Crocodiles. 

Pose questions about outer space.

Find out about creatures that live in the sea and how we can care for them.  



	Geography linked Vocabulary 

	Local knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical Geography
	Geographical skills and field work

	Environment, place, quiet, busy, noisy, calm, similar, same, different, old, new, past, present
	Environment, place, quiet, busy, calm, noisy, similar, same, old, different, new, past, present
	Environment, place, quiet, busy, calm, noisy, similar, same, old, different, new, past, present, home
	Technology, programme, move, direction, forwards, backwards, route



